
 

 

St James’s Church, Bramley 
Parochial Church Council Meeting 

 
Monday 4th July – 8.00pm 

Cross House 
 

Minutes 
 
Present: Ian Evett, Ruth Saunders, Nairn Glen, Rachel Barclay Smith, Beth Pinnock, Andy Pinnock, 
Ken Payne, Malcolm Knowles, Rev Mark Anderson (Chair), Dave Knights, Julian Boulter  
 

1. Opening Bible Reading and Prayer 
Mark Anderson opened the meeting with a prayer.  He spoke of ‘priestly ministry’, and quoted 
from one of his favourite verses, 1 Peter 4:10 
 

Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve others, as faithful stewards 
of God’s grace in its various forms.   

2. Apologies for Absence 

Ranil Jayawardena, Steve Day, John Crampton-Hayward, Jeremy Masson.  

3. Minutes of the last meeting 

The minutes of the previous meeting were accepted and signed by Mark Anderson as Rector. 

4. Matters arising 

Mark announced that on 4th September there will be an 8.00 Holy Communion Service in Bramley.  

This is because there will be an All Benefice service on the green in Sherfield, following the Fete on 

Saturday 3rd.  He also reported on the service in Winchester on July 2nd, at which Karen West had 

been ordained.  The Benefice will be presenting Karen with a gift, a Home Communion Set in 

silver, and he invited those present to consider contributing towards it. 

In the future, the minutes will be circulated quickly for review by the PCC, and a copy clearly 

marked ‘Draft’ will be published.   

5. Rector’s report: Moving forward with our vision for the parish 

The PCC discussed the question ‘What are we as a church?’  This was a detailed discussion, lasting 

over an hour.  Some of the key points are listed below.   

• The church had been resilient, and had survived the recent and continuing Covid pandemic 

by using technology to continue to hold services even during the period of lockdown when 

the church building was closed. 

• Our church was welcoming: the Sunday at 9 service, now referred to as S@9, had drawn in 

and welcomed a new set of worshippers. 

• The church has wide appeal.   

• There is a strong church community. 

• Pastoral Care was now a focus. 



 

 

But we recognise that numbers are only one barometer of growth. We spoke of physical 

accessibility, and the issue of car parking.  Mark quoted a previous Mission Statement at a former 

church:  Welcome All, Deepen Faith, Inspire Action. 

Once again Mark asked us to join one or more of the three Working Groups for moving forward.  

These are: Finance, Fabric and Mission Action Planning.  Mark also reminded us of the Five Marks 

of Mission, as defined by the Anglican Communion.  The mission of the Church is the mission of 

Christ: 

• To proclaim the Good News of the Kingdom 

• To teach, baptise and nurture new believers 

• To respond to human need by loving service 

• To transform unjust structures of society, to challenge violence of every kind and 
pursue peace and reconciliation 

• To strive to safeguard the integrity of creation, and sustain and renew the life of the 
earth 

6. Safeguarding Update 

Ruth said that there were no safeguarding incidents in the previous period.  She thanked all those 

PCC members who had completed the most recently required safeguarding education, on 

domestic abuse.  The link, for those who have not yet completed it, is below.      

 https://safeguardingtraining.cofeportal.org/login/index.php  

A safeguarding self-assessment will be done in the near future.  A review of the parish 

safeguarding policy is also due and will be completed soon. 

7. Casual Vacancy 

There is now a Casual Vacancy on the PCC, following the departure from Bramley of Sarah 

Hodnett.     

8. Appointment to PCC Roles and Co-options 

The following appointments were recorded, some being confirmations of roles already held. 

• Vice Chair Malcolm Knowles 

• Treasurer Nairn Glen 

• Secretary Michael Luck 

• Electoral Roll Officer Michael Luck 

• Safeguarding Officer Ruth Saunders 

• Standing Committee Rev Mark Anderson, Malcolm Knowles, Rachel Barclay Smith, 

Michael Luck 

• Data Protection Officer Michael Luck 

9. Bells Maintenance 

Rachel reported that the number 7 bell was discovered to have some movement in the frame.  

This would be investigated soon, in a free survey by a firm of bell maintainers.   

https://safeguardingtraining.cofeportal.org/login/index.php


 

 

10. Reports 

10.1 Treasurer.  Nairn reported that currently the Church had c. £5,000 in the bank account, 

including £750 from the Bramley Fete.  We are paying £4,000 per month to the CMF but this needs 

to be £5,000 per month to fulfil our CMF quota.  The Parish Giving Scheme is yielding c.£3,500 per 

month.  The 2023 CMF request is slightly lower than the current one.  Nairn reminded the meeting 

that at the six month point, which we had now reached, we had committed to review the £4,000 

per month CMF contribution. This was put to the PCC and was agreed with no dissent.   

10.2 Churchwardens.  Malcolm gave an update on the recent quinquennial inspection.  In 

summary, there are some works to be done.  An example of this is woodworm in the gallery of the 

church.  After an examination of the report when it is published in full we will bring the church and 

Cross House up to standard.      

10.3 Cross House.  Malcolm gave the update as Steve was on holiday.  The upstairs conference 

room would be used shortly by some admin staff from the Clift Surgery as an overflow from their 

own premises.  There were also some cracks in the structure of Cross House that are currently 

being investigated.   

10.4 Deanery Synod.  Julian is now a full member at Deanery Synod.  He gave an update 

highlighting some of the points discussed at the recent Synod meeting.  Safeguarding was on the 

agenda. There was a discussion about the possibility of a chaplaincy for older people in the area.  

There were updates on the Ukrainian refugee situation: briefly, it is better that they settle in town 

areas rather than villages, given the better facilities for those without cars.  In our area Deanery 

Synod area this means Hook, which is a small town rather than a large village.   

11. Summer Events (for information) 

• There will be a church family BBQ on 23rd July at the Nairn and Marjorie Glen’s house. 

• Mark is proposing to run a course in Discipleship in the Autumn.  More details later.  

The meeting closed in prayer at 10.05pm. 

  Date of future meetings 

• 12th September and14th November 
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